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ROAD BLACK SPOTS — CANNINGTON ELECTORATE 
Grievance 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [9.10 am]: I grieve to the Minister for Transport about road black spots in 
the Cannington electorate. It takes a while for these grievances to come up, and, as it happens, this week, the 
road problems in the Cannington electorate have been the focus of reports in The West Australian and on 
television. I was motivated to raise the issue with the minister because of not only the extraordinary number of 
complaints that I get from my residents, but also the more scientific report from the RAC titled “Risky Roads 
Survey Results 2014”. I imagine all members received that report during the summer recess. I draw the 
minister’s attention to the fact that 107 metropolitan intersections were listed in the RAC’s “Risky Roads Survey 
Results 2014”. One would think that with 38 metropolitan electorates and 107 problem spots, there would be two 
or perhaps three problem spots in each electorate, but there are seven risky road intersections in the Cannington 
electorate. In the City of Canning, the RAC lists the Albany Highway–Station Street, Welshpool Road–Wharf 
Street and Lynwood Avenue–Nicholson Road intersections. In the City of Gosnells, the RAC lists the 
Spencer Road–Langford Avenue and Camberwell Road–William Street intersections. To that I would add the 
Metcalfe Road–Nicholson Road intersection. Metcalfe Road is a disaster. In the morning, residents in Ferndale 
and Lynwood who try to exit Metcalfe Road onto Nicholson Road to head north to join Albany Highway and 
head into the city simply cannot do so. It is just terrible. From my own experience, one Friday evening I tried to 
drive from Wilson to Langford—one side of my electorate to the other. I came down Manning Road and it took 
me 45 minutes to go from the intersection of Manning Road and Albany Highway to the intersection of 
Albany Highway and Nicholson Road. It is well known how bad traffic flows are past Carousel shopping centre. 
The report in yesterday’s The West Australian cites the insurance company AAMI and points out that there were 
89 crashes on Albany Highway in Cannington. AAMI representative Reuben Aitchison is quoted as saying — 

“Albany Highway in Cannington has remained the number one hot-spot as it is home to WA’s largest 
shopping complex.” 

I am sure the minister is aware that there is a problem of suburban traffic trying to pass along Albany Highway 
to get to Gosnells, Armadale and Southern River and traffic trying to get to Carousel shopping centre, which 
AAMI called the largest shopping centre, although I understand it is the second-busiest shopping centre in the 
state. Even on Saturdays, Albany Highway past Carousel simply does not function. 
We need to solve these problems, and as far as I am aware there are no current actions to do so. I had a briefing 
from the Department of Transport about Albany Highway during my first term as a member of Parliament. 
The department explained that after it had made the modifications at Manning and Nicholson Roads, the section 
of Albany Highway in my electorate would have its final configuration. After the 2013 election, I sought 
a further briefing from Main Roads about what it might do, and the then minister wrote to me stating that as 
I had already had a briefing from the department during the 2008–13 period, he saw no reason to provide me 
with an additional briefing on what the department might be doing, even though I had asked for it. I have taken 
these matters up with councils. I had responses from the Cities of Canning and Gosnells outlining their requests 
for government support to resolve these road problems. As a member of the Canning Agricultural, Horticultural 
and Recreational Society, I am well aware of the government’s request to CAHRS to pay $200 000 to the 
government to have traffic lights installed at Station Street. I am also aware that the government has asked the 
Canning Agricultural, Horticultural and Recreational Society to give land to the government to put in a bus lane 
to get buses past the showgrounds. I have in writing the councils’ plans to resolve each of these traffic problems. 
There is absolutely no question that, along with a range of other issues, this is an issue that my local community 
raises with me every day. In fact, I recently wrote to a very large number of people, to which I have had 
hundreds of replies, about the traffic problems—the ones that the RAC named and the Metcalfe Road–Nicholson 
Road intersection. It is interesting that the City of Canning states that it does not how to solve that one. 
The minister has money available in the road trauma trust account. The midyear review states — 

Key initiatives funded from the account in 2014–15 include: 
• improvements to metropolitan intersections to reduce the incidence and severity of vehicle 

crashes; 
This is exactly what the account is for. The government will make a profit of $3 million on receipts over payments 
this year in the trust account and the government expects that there will be $75 million in the account at the end of 
this financial year. The minister has plenty of money to solve these small problems, and I urge him to act. 
MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.17 am]: I thank the member for some notice of 
this grievance and his concerns. Apart from sections on Albany Highway, Leach Highway and Roe Highway, the 
roads within the Cannington electorate are local government roads under the care and management of the respective 
councils. As such, it is the councils’ responsibility to identify and develop treatments aimed at addressing the 
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Coordinated Action Plan crash locations. In this regard, Main Roads WA is always available to provide any 
technical assistance that the councils may require. The state government assists local government by funding works 
on the local network through the WA State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement. In the current financial 
year, the state will provide a record $167 million to maintain and improve the local road network. Funding for local 
government projects is also available under the state black spot program, which allocates $20 million a year, half of 
which is allocated to local roads. Additionally, there is a $6.5 million federal government black spot funding 
program in WA. The commonwealth also provided $51.2 million in Roads to Recovery funding in 2014–15, and 
that will increase to $102.4 million in 2015–16. That funding is provided directly to local governments in WA for 
road improvements. Across the state and federal government spheres, record funds have been invested to enhance 
the road network and reduce crashes and improve efficiency. In 2014–15, under the federal grants process, 
$1.286 million was provided to the City of Canning for local road improvements. 

Regarding the AAMI crash data reported in the media yesterday, insurance company AAMI issued a press 
release citing Albany Highway in Cannington as the worst spot for crashes in Perth. AAMI’s analysis was of 
almost 240 000 accident insurance claims across the nation in 2014. Interestingly, the study found that the most 
common cause of accidents was other drivers, at 40 per cent; distraction, at 29 per cent; and carelessness, at 
24 per cent. I took this issue up with the Minister for Road Safety and we had a conversation about it. Her advice 
is that the road safety spend focuses on the reduction of killed or serious injury–type accidents—KSIs. It was 
reported that 89 crashes had been reported on Albany Highway in Cannington and 49 crashes reported on 
Nicholson Road in Canning Vale. Albany Highway is a state government responsibility, and the section of 
Albany Highway from John Street to Nicholson Road is currently undergoing a traffic signal optimisation review 
as part of traffic congestion management. I have mentioned before that the government has to focus on not only 
better roads but also smarter roads and utilising existing infrastructure in a much smarter way.  
These trials are happening across the metropolitan area at this time. The aim of the optimisation trials is to 
reduce rat-running on local roads and to increase the efficiency and volume of traffic on major arterial roads. 
At the intersection of Albany Highway and Liege Street we are undertaking a two-stage improvement program at 
a cost of $2.2 million. Stage 1 was recently completed and consisted of lengthening the double right turn from 
Albany Highway westbound onto Liege Street northbound. Stage 2 is in construction and is expected to be 
completed in the next few months. This stage involves widening Liege Street’s south approach to provide 
a double right turn onto Albany Highway eastbound. Although Nicholson Road is a local road—the member also 
mentioned the area around Metcalfe Road—the state and federal governments are working in partnership on a 
grade separation between the road and the freight rail line. This $36 million project will remove a problematic 
level crossing and significantly boost road safety. 
In summary, the Liberal–National government understands the need to allocate the resources necessary to 
maintain and improve our road network, to assist local governments with their networks, and to work in 
partnership with our federal colleagues on major projects for the benefit of Western Australian road users. 
The bottom line is that this government is delivering an improved road and transport network for our great state. 
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